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7 it be che true and enuine 
Character of the Wiſe, as 
moſt certainly it is, that they 
ſee the evil Day a far off, and 
fly from it; or when the 
Voice of God's Judgments 
is heard in the Earth, th 


. Righteouſneſs thereby, R 


they muſt then on the con- 
trary be Fools indeed whom' 


our preſent threatning Circumſtances does not rouſe up 


to a very great Concern. 


For, 


We have a Profſeſſor of Theology in one of our Uni- 


verſit ies, who, ſtands ſuſ 
fore our ſupreme Church Ju 


Red 10 and arraigned be- 
udicatory for ſuch Sent iments 


concerning the Son and Holy Spirit, as are inconſiſt- 
ent with their neceſſary and eternal Godhead, and does 


thereby claſs them — 


theſe Gods many, and Lords 


many the holy. Scriptures make e of. But 
ln fad ag it is, Makes * a Part. of our preſent C Can 
Ty. 


O ur Church, Which L e ker thought as far re- 
mov d from che Barbarities of Rome, as from its Ido- 
ny and Errors, ſtands charged by. this Gentleman, 
. few who are his Friends, with a Management 
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in his Affair, which 10 ;nconfiſient with 2 
Hed eſtabliſh Ra OED 
us, and with the Liberty 8 

* * free and happy . e Þ 
ol which he is aMembet,is accuſed oſ acting 


as wretch- 


ral Aſſembly itſelf is exclaimed againſt as bli 
ots for they know not what, on account of t 
having pickt out a Committee of their Number to 


jain the Pre of. in, oper Queſt 
enn 7 y 


atthis Gentleman abut What 
Opinions in Matters of pp 4a 1 — 0 in ing 
ſuch as evidences againſt him on certain Etrors he was 
Iibelled. with Teaching, who neither... made. Oath. g 
his very Words, nor concurred) ſo in their Teſtimon 
about the Meaning of them, as "could: poſſibly 1 | 
any. Crime, and yet laying him under a Suſpenſion 
* his Office of of Preaching | and en there 


„The 28 as thus briefly Rated, ſeems of 8 85 


your whole Haan be ſo ſick, the whole Head ſo der- 
Fred, chat our Church in all its Judicatorics has hi- 
| Taal acted the Part of the moſt blind and barbarous 
tors. 
. 15 I may therefore lay before the World the Re 
fie of a7 Tribe an Afall "df which I lure 
no Means been an unconcerned Spectator, I mult” 
in the Entry thereto declare, That as 1 teckon it my. 
greateſt Honour and Happineſs to be the Son of a 
Church ſo remarkably ved to this Time from the 


Errors thar have almoſt defaced Chriſtianity among 
as. ſo I loye Mr. Simſor” s Perſon, I honour his" 
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| 8. a Part as Malice could poffibly 8 them, "x4 
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II 
male the candid Reader do me the Juſtice to I 
that tho" I omg mg — NE 
cerd ings againſt him, nor Means juſtif 
Sndud in this Affair, yet Ne ho ne elne the Over Ei 
neſs upon a Parent, nor Hatred to a Brother that by- 
aſſes! my Judgment; but if I be in a Miſtake, it ariſes 
chiefly from that commen Infirmity of our depraved 
Nature, which has Nen ſo 3 Ground for the Taying, 
humanum' eftierrare! ' © 
That I may therefore unfold” my "Thoughts to the 
Worid on the unhappy Diſpute of this Day, and 
thereby lay myſelf fairly open to their Sentence, I muſt 
ma agar bd that I. take this whole Matter briefly 
ro thus. | 
It was loudly talke'd at Glaſy ow, that the Profeſſar 
of Theology there had both ited his Method 
Teaching on that fundamental Article of our holy Re- 
ligion, the ever bleſſed Trinity, and his K 
concerning the Son and Holy Spirit. This made the 
ery depute ſome of chair Number to wait on 
him, and intreat he would ſatisfy them, as his Bre- 
— rouching theſe Heads, common Fame had made 
him - Hetrodox in, and give them Occaſion, as a Judi- 
catory, to ſtop a Report of ſuch dangerous Conſequen- 
ces as Matters went, both to Truth it ſelf, to, that 
Peace and Unity in all Reſpects our Church had for 
ſome Time enjoyed, and to the Univerſity, of which 
he was a Member, and the Good and Flouriſhing of 
which depended ſo much on his Character. But he, 
who has hitherto declined anſwering * Queſtions, 
and cxies out againſt the interrogat ethod at an 
odd Rate, did then, as he fays, to fatisfy his Brethren 
in an extrajudicial Way e e ve in a dak 
and donbrfal Paper under his Hand to the Presbytery, 
which fill'd their Minds with Fears and Doubts: And 
tkis Paper he induſtriouſly ſpread through this Church 
and with it very OO OO Oe} HT Eng 4 
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not at firſt belyed him, W it ſo loudly pro- 
claimed him guilty of. Several of theſe Papeys thus 
ſpread were handed about in Committees of the enſu· 
ing Aſſembly, and made the publick Talk of the 
Town, as what gave very great Offence to thoſe Parts 
of the Church where they were known. And thus to 
me it ſeems perfectly plain, that Mr. Simſom has been 
the great Inſtrument of ſpreading and ſtrengthning that 
Report e his own erroneous Notions about 
the Son and Holy Spirit through this Kingdom, and 
ly his own' Accuſer on that Head to the General 
A dembly of our Church. What Wonder then, if they, 
thus alarm'd with the general Offence, Papers of this 
Gentleman's ſpreading had juſtly given the People of 


God, and if frighted by the Darkneſs and Ambiguity: | 


of this Letter, they ſhould impower ſome of the m 

ſufficient of their Number to join with the Presbyte- 
ry of Glaſgow, that ſo they might eſſectually find out 
whether this Noiſe, thus induſtriouſly ſpread by that 


Profeſſor, owed its Riſe to intolerable Pride, or to the 


moſt dangerous and frightful of Errors... 1 
Sure none can doubt of the Church's. Power to do 
this, who conſiders that the Eſtabliſhment of a Church 


by Law, if it gives any Thing at all, it muſt certain 


give them that, of taking Care, leſt by the ſpreading , 
of Errors in theirBounds,a Set of Men quite of different 
Prineiples from thoſe the Law thus hedges about and 
endows, ſhould. enjoy theſe very Privileges that are 
thus appropriate unto themſelves. For this is no more 
than to ſay, that theſe, to whom ſuch Privileges do by 
Law belong, or their Repreſentatives and | Delegates, - 


are thoſe whom the Law conſtitutes immediate Guar-.. 
dians and Inſpectors of their own Right. Now theſe . 


Privileges being thus ſettled by Law upon Men, aſſoci- 
ated together by their Agreement in certain Princi- 
ples of Religion, of which Principles, our Confeſſian 


of Faith contains the moſt important to us, thereiore ; | 
all thele, who ſerye either as Miniſters or Elders in ur. 
" 4h SSS Churck 5 
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FRY or as Teachers in dUcheerdries and Seticii's 
| "arc oblied by Law to declare inthe moſt ample Man- 
ner their being of | theſe Principles thus privileged, 
by Signing that as the Confeſſion of their Faith, wheres 
in I faid rhe chief Principles, by which we are conſtt- 
tute a Church, and ſettled and endowed as ſuch, are 
contained befote they can be admitted to the Exer- 
Uſe of their reſpective Functions. But to ſhow fur- 
ther, how certain it is, that an eſtabliſhed Church 
neceſſarily ſuppoſes certain Artieles of Faith e 1 
12 thus ſigned by its Members, let us ſu 5 q 
"x10, No ſuch Articles at all, (which ſom | 
* us would ſcem at preſent to drive a} and) try 
what Notion we can have ot an Eſtabliſhment on 
this Foot. Tis certain, that upon this ſition 
you'll have as many different Societies of Men on Ne- 
ligious Accounts in any Republick, as there can be 
taſh Teachers of falſe Doctrines, and theſe Teachert 
can get Followers, and perhaps there may be ſome few 
Maintainers of Truth alſo, all of whom will be upon 
an equal Footing; that is, there will be as many 
Churches endowed as there are ſuch Societies on Re- 
„ KR ligious Accounts, and if we may gueſs by Appear- 
ance, many of theſe not owning Chriſt at all, which 
I think is plainly putting all Religions on an 5 255 
Foot, and taglilhing none. But let us 

Aado, Suppoſe ſome Articles or Confeſſion of Faithin | 

being, which by Law muſt be ſigned; tho not as a 

publick Declaration of their adhering to theſe, and em- 
bracing them as the Articles ot their Faith, according 
to the plain, the obvious and received Senſe of the 
ords, then cis perfectly —— all Men whether 
Atheiſts, Pagans, Das and the like, and Chriſti- 
e may herein agree to "0 
wok "lone VIZ. as the Confeſſion of their Faith, o- 
hers as Articles the whole or - moſt im I 
huch they may hiſs at in Company, rail at in pul- 
Pats, Lim pkchs: * and Reaſon 2 
kus 
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 ſerably perverteds as neither to; be worth Bellcving 


Church by its Care do not prevent it; for my ownPart 


Were | : 
 moſtfacredof its Rites, knee! a Sanding, raye 


or ſhort, black or White Garments, as I would. be; 

ans 
à Church in to 
neſt neceſſarly muſt grow to their greateſt Height 


overcuſy us wich, and he Society theteb Dec 
the Habitation of Darłneſs and Cruelty: Since 


1 . 8 ( 5 } Ol . | 
2 Thing Law requires, in N en * 
to the Privileges of an Eſtabliſhment, an = rackt 

to this whatever other Forms or, Citcumſtancis you 
A 
| Wiedge of Antiquity, ta now in Fac, 
that our Holy Religion may even, by the natural Com. 
ſequence. of ſuch an extenſive Encouragement to Ma 


kind, both to invent and propagate. Errors, be. ſa. mi 


thole of ſuch a civil Society. Far N d 
velted-of-'the Glory. of his eſſential Juſtice, Chriſt a 
the HolySpirit: of their abſolutely, neceflary and etern 
iy Poiſou, and rob redeeming Love, of all its miſter 
rious-and tranſcendent. Glory, which may cerraunly 
even: be our Caſe, if. God of his Mercy, an , hg 


I ſhould be cvery Whi as little concerned, whether 
that Society, with all its temaning Religious Princip les, 
verned by Parity or Imparity, celebrated 


by Book or off-hand,; had their Prieſts clothe long 


how. theſes Things were managed among, the P c 
of Africa or Ameriaa;: My Reaſon for ſay ing fo is, be: 
canſc3": as the Deluſion: muſt be ſtrong, that could lead 
o:belicve ſo dreadful a Lyc, as that would. 
be; and: the Unrighteouſne(s great, which made it co 
be chüs given up of Cod? 80 all the Works of Dark | 
„ 


the moſt monſtrouy-Brood of Ertors mays er rather as | 
Men are, muſt ecqunlly ſpring from hape ig! A 


der that palpable. Qbſeurity- of Error em : 
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1 — run thus, Whatever Teacher embraces and 
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n bt figncd-2s 4 Form 
It is bs 1 70 withour Arti- 
ed and add hered to, as the Confelli= 

yok is no aka in Religious 
M. P Wo no Church. That is plainly, that 
Without ſuch Articles ſigned as: above, there can 
Church be conſtitute, as can admit of à legal 
abliſhment: ; and .witbour the Church be conltitu 
nardians ofits.own Pri every Thing, as os 


d. ig cd, mult necellaily fall into. an 


i 
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no Eſtabliſhment at all. 
Eg neceſſary Conſequenices from- what has been 
are, 


In, Whoever embraces and 18550 an Notlone 
in Religion diametrically oppolite to, and plainly ſub- 
verſiye of theſe. of an cſtabliſhed Church, does 45 by 
forfeit | all legal Title to the particular Privileges of 
that Eſtabliſnment. The Reaſon of this is plain, be- 
eauſe for Teachers to believe fuch Dc&rines,. and not 
teach them, ſuppoſes, that ſomething is more dear; 
them than either the Gll of Truth it air of the gr 

Har N Mankind ſo to teach theſe 8 ſame 
legal that the eſtabliſhed Chupch « docs the 
0 poſite —4 is it to. make every Man's Notion of 
Truth give him a juſt Title to theſe : : Which is, by 
what was juſt now ſaid, the putting all Opinions - gn 
Level, and granting a particular Eſtabliſhment to 
none. But then let us ſuppoſe, that the true 2 
comes in any Nation whatſoever to have the firr 
Eſtabliſhment poſſible, which, I hope, through Divine 
Grace, I ſhall alwa s look on, as the of Py 
and Happineſs of Great Britain, and particularly « 
our. . therein, and then this Conſequence wi 


bd 'publickly or privately .fo. Matter) 
Poctrines oppoſite to or ſubverſive of theſę of our TY 
or the Articles of our Confeſſion of | Faith, is x 
And, not a Shepherd, What Errand is to. warty 4 


_theretore, 


[06 in their native Fightfulneſs to the View of every 
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e 
Jefour'the Flock, and iw gen or_ofury theſe Adra. 
ages the Law co 5 on the true Shepherds i And » 


* 


= Y 1 


© 200, Every one of the true Sheep-fold may expett 


4 cotn the Church's Repreſentatives,” met in a General 


Aſſembly or otherwiſe, and the ſupreme Power th 
eſtabliſhing plainly: calls for it, that ſach deyourin 
Monſters ſhould be'fiript by them of their Mask, ex- 


= 


e, and be made to yield up theſe publick  Adyan- 


rages they unjuſtly poſſes, to thoſe who will truly do | 
the Buſineſs of their Station: For if the Power we fo | 


doing. be not in the Head and Body ſo repreſented,” it 
not conſtitute, and Law cannot eſtabliſn a Church 

which is certainly moſt abſurd. But ſince this Power 
is there, it ought to be imployed as I have ſaid; be- 
cauſe, by not exerciſing it, Truth may be deprived of its 
Juſt Sertlement, the Civil Society fruſtrate as to its 
chief End, and bereaved of its firmeſt Support, the 
Vine-yard of our Lord be overrun with theſe Thorns 
and Briars of Error, that render it near to be accutſed: 


And all this by the ſupine Negligence of the Loke- | 
« warm and unfaithful Teachers and Rulers of the 


Church. So that now the only Thing to be briefly in- 
quired into is this, a 8 2 r 


5 By what Steps, or according to what Method 


ought the Church to proceed, in order to diſcover and 
fer a Mark on ſuch, that Men may know and avoid 


This being unhappily the much agitated Queſtion 
of the Day, I ſhall therefore endeavour to propoſe my 
Thoughts thereon, with all the Clearneſs and Brevity 
I poſſibly can. In order whereto it will be neceſſary 


to withdraw this" Quieſiva from tee of ke parcicu- 
lar Circumſtances, which ſeem at firſt the moſt em- 


1 - 
S 4 - 


barraſſing, that ſo having throughly viewed it in its 
moſt ſimple and "abftrafted State, we may fee it with 


Orr 


cannot be any Where, i. e. That eren Truth can- 
. i , 3 f 


„ ir we, OA e Err 10 


the 


(, ) 
: ter Eaſe and Pires Wm 
. 750 fic I 7 4 will return to 


to find out © Man's Opinions 
— 4 Fe Fl : 


Ne and. others of our Kind, | 
among whom Art and Diſguiſe has the leaſt Part, do 
by their many Queſtions ſhow the ſimple and narurdl, 
or as. I take it the. beſt Way to be, to ak them. 
But that I may talk on this eee with lis 
more Solemnity. 
imo, What elſe arc Opinions, as 1 here re: 
Word, but our Sentiments about, Tran e And wd 
ccrns us ſo much, both as rational Creatures an 
Chriſtians, as Truth does? For to have Reaſon 5 
our diſtingui Character, it is to have Trarh or 
: x . for the chief Object of our Deſire. And 
as the infinitely glorious Author of Nature has fo con- 
ſtitute us, that Fer, even in |} peculative Matters, is 
hateful, and has ſo framed the "Univerſe that 
in Practice, or Sin, is a moſt certain Inlet to Miſery 
» hich without "Grace muſt be perpetual, ſo ae 
ruths, tho“ never. ſo abſtracted, affect us with 4 
ſenſible 7 and to age the 7 12 as it 18 1 
Chriſt Feſus, being to trace it from its wulers in the 
A 72 its ee Pome, 45 very 4 5 
ruth, can be accompanied with no leſs Joy, tha | 
is plainly #1ſpeakable and ful of Glory. ho," ly 
Now as. we are framed to Joe and adit in 
Truth, ſo Truth ſtands related in ſuch a Manner to 
that thereby alone we can be a happy. 
my one Piece of Knowledge or Truth both anf- 
mates and revives us, and is a ſure Step to riſe upon 
to more ene Views of Things, till from thele we 
arrive at the Knowledge of him, who is the Truth, 
and whom to, know is Life Eternal. Whbence I way 
HOW conclude, _ 


. Of all Things we can call our own, Truth is 
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2 4. 1. is not w Sn the worldly 
e for while theſe do ſh by the eve 
Fas. jos » leflens. the Fund for ſubſeq juent 125 
. this durable Inheritance of ours is the 

t ſecured, and more enlarged to our ſelves, the me 
univerſally bountiful we are to others. So that w 
ate Liber all Hack if in this we d tribute nt 
largely to the Neceſſities of aff, according t6 the Mes- 
(ure of; i Gitt, 806: the Spheres 6 our Activity 
. Toe. But then, TO rs. 5 
* 3. This Treaſure being ＋ Ot that from e 
our 85 Happineſs docs ff 155 but 19 7 — ety 
or 3 
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ſon of all we cal. 8 
10 "ot follows; eng f; 157 al 

eady an Anſwer” ra very 5 bat 
Rea on Abe Hope 
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that is in ug, Wu 


ph mote 1 
ee ald be enamour d F our Inheritance, 
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2 e 1. 0 0 T 
0 pat their 1 clouts, "and "fro 
Vis ve can ha Ve 95 Natdte f Tut Thing, fr 
d by theexprels 18 ation: and Command of =D 4 


F it, is eviden tly 58 | at the play and natural V 
Man's ;NIOns, ö eſpecially "thefe that 
e ME Gpin Hope __ "81 in him, We 


c ion and ey hes Bu: Pur U 
paſt alk Doubt, I %, | 
Was! If we conſider Truth as 1e ee be 
by the God MA Tout an” thoſs whom his "Grace 
cable in a humble boy 2 Mariner' 4 labour 
it more than” for reaſures," then well cafily. 
ſce that to deny the Truth, ↄr nor anſwer thoſe that 
ask the Reaſon of our Hope, is either plainly to 


our — to the diinguiſhing and un 
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87 
ws ſcattered 4 
thr 85 Verd. diſt art Co 
[them as 2 | 8 State,” 
of . neh 
courages. them not afra 
Terrors, not trouble Fel by them; 
odors in your, Hearts, &c. 527 be hog 08 = 
| 7 an Anſwer, q. As for- the”) icohar Cifteum- 
ces mentioned, tis perfectly *plath;? tlie if Fawn 
itlelt ſhould' calumniate. tis as tHolt giver 5 
ſong -Delufions, and thereby bellen Mo # Lie, hie Glas 


ry and our own N "do" then mot 4 
; that; ſo neither may ſuffer by dad 


. Thing in gur "Condi Has'given 

re, che Obfigar on to anſwer 

12 mall, ſenſibly rock us, this Be . 

the only W ay.to remove. the”. fence we have given, 
an ſeen ur {elres-from*the' Wo danbtinerd! . 
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MN. 
| II. then this Obligatim to + RY 5 & Ris 
9 9 as it infallibly does, w us 
better, or level t inte r 
and Sen it, than i 9 the Church 2 Or where iu 
tion to anſwer. more ſtrong than on 4 Pro- 
Er .of Theology,” at a. Time when common Re- 
bes 8 with e and Hol Ra De. 
eric, w ve us no more ot out Ho cligion 
but its Name. * 
For as the Church by. what was fri above) is na- 
a the Guardian, of the Privileges and Benefits of 
t.; ſo theſe, in ſo eminent a Truſt irn 
Ee Simſon, who as Miniſters may 
teach and adminiſter Sacraments to the People, le, and” 
whole, Buſineſs it is to train up Paſtors” for them in 
the true Know! e of God and his revealed Will, muſt 
be thoſe, whoſe Opinions will moſt certainly bid the 
faiteſt, either for cſtabliſhing .a Church in the Truth 
or ſhaking and overthrow ing per by Error.” Melon ow 
— anſwer. the Character of true Shepherds and d 
their Flock from Wolves, howeyer diſguis d, tis 
— Duty to God, to the Supreme Power in 
our Caſe efabjiſhing the Truth, and us their Charge, 
too interrogate, and of ſuch as axe à Part of that Whole F 
to anſwer, in order to free us from perplexing grad; 
leſs Fears, as well as pernicious an fatal Errors. 
But againſt all has been ſaid on this Head, thers' 
lies this feemingly forcible Obje&ion, viz.” That by 
this Method, thus argued for, I'm * Way ſor 
the moſt unreaſonable and antichriſtian Practice ima 
ginable, according to which a Man ſhould be his you. | 
Accuſer. 0 ee V2 | 
That I may ſhow whence this Objetion comes, and f 
hete it may. bends its Courſe, I would ask, E | 
imo, Are there not ſeveral Caſes wherein the Law 12 
dains the ſtating Matters, ſo that either a Defendant 
muſt per jure himſelf, or be his own' Accuſer by an- 
2 3 put to kim ? And er 1 1 
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. eg Method, being branded in fack Caſco with 
the hard Names this Method ſcems at preſent to be. Bar, 
Addo, I would gladly know, wt Mr. wes pg 
anſwering theſe Queſtions, would have been 

Accuſer, or not? If not, why would he, contrary to 
Reaſon and Law of . make his 9 
more generally ſuſpected, confi how ſad the Con- / 


where, to think a Man of ſuch diffuſive Influence in the 
Church, fhould be of fo perverſe. a Spirit, as to over- 
look the Offence” given by himſelf, to * People of 
God, to flight the e . of ſome of his bei 
Friends in the Presbytery, to contemn the Authority 
of this Church, and that for no better Purpoſe in the. 


if by anſwering theſe, he would have proven his own 
Adler, + I would gladly know the Crime? If it be, 


err 


otherwiſe than our Church believes? But where's the 


e Crime in all this, if he have Truth on his Side? Did 
l& not our Reformers ſo too, and don't we applaud them 
* IF therefore ? © Suppoſe I, or as many more as will, 


ſhould hold our Church right in all the Articles of its 
re Oonfeſfon, What 'ſhould hinder another from judging 
77 it wrong; nay what ſhould hinder me to re- examine my 
Grounds” of Belief, and if 1 found I had ſum'd 
wrong, to alter both my Sum and Opinions? 7 
know nothing indeed but Truth. For I believe it in 


rational Nature, that of Truth is the ſtrongeſt, and 
ſo makes the chief Ingrediem of our Happineſs; and 


with the-keeneſt Appetite. How then can'any Perſon, 
by giving clear and full Anſwers to Queſtions put 


World, than to gratify an untractable Humor? But 


the Sight of God, that of all the Deſires planted in our 


2 an Oath, which het heſt Step if ch 4 
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ſequences of o doing muſt neceflarily be to one in his 
Truſt. What Pam would it give the Godly every 
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that in forte fundamental Articles of Faith he believes 


that, as ſuch, every well * diſpoſed Mind ſeeks after + 


d: our Holy: Religion, * Way be his own Accuſer, 


— 


concerning his Belief of the Fundamental Articles -g 


16) 


his Conſciencb fig das tim, oy hearing. of: theſe, 


apleſs his 


bay ing deſerted the Truth, and 155 through t the 
El of Vanity, Affection of Novelty Aud the like 
on the one Hand, and Indolence, Pecvi „or {ame- 


what of that Kind on, the other, But why: ſhould not 
even. this lead 4 Chriſtian, conſcious of his Fault in 15 
a 88 Station, to confeſs it openly, and and lament 
with the greateſt. Bittergeſs, tar 
8, Fs he had offended, Would there 8 be any 
in all this, which in its remoteſt Copſcquerices 
could endanger our: Liberty, ot inceutagt Plide in 
defend 55 P or Lazinchs, in taking them up £ 
The Crime then ſuppoſed muſt be 
at by declaring his Beljet of Fes coomary, to th 
| ese Doctrines of our eſtabliſhed. Church, the 
tate. would conſtruct him a Ctiminal, and as ſuch 
deprive him of his Living. Let us for. once, ſuppoſe 
this true, Would his Aſc be | ſingular ? u we 
not innumcrable Inſtances: of ſpch, who by the Bar- 
barity of yy: finiſhed, their Days in a Cicud, and 
now, ſhine both, here and above in Glory? But t 
| Anf wer to this is. obvious, For one is not, in this Caſe 
of his differing from an eſtabliſhed Church, deprived of 
the Emolument he enjoyed under that Eſtabliſhment as 
4 Criminal, but purely as one who. having moſt frankly 
| Tenouneed the Conditions on which that Emotument 
| depended, has thereby thrown up the Benefit it {elf alfo. 
And indeed he muſt love Truth very little, who, woul el 
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bot go this Length to ſerve, its Intereſt 2, But i it ſeems f 
the Objectors are of another Stamp, and while they t 
are fed by the Church's Reyenue, would ſap and in- u 
tirely overturn Her, And this indeed muſt flow ſrom 
ſuch a cautious Love to what they take for Truth, 
that I muſt here beg leaye to lay it as open as poſs 
ſible i 1 a ew Words. In order thereto I. * obſerve, 


| 8 Lhave ſaid the Love of Truth is a 2 
kiy aa of our rational Nature, and how Bert 
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Ver tis reckived h the Love thei 
it will malt e from ee 82 . 
e Power of Satan. ig £ mage. of t ving 
83 81 SY 1 ſs to all, by 


avoiding to give. the lea Offence to any; and when, 
asked e ps Truths, | make 3h. PMN and 


e State of in World en manz „Times 
1 51 1 a 5 his Tiuth, Was. 5 
eit e all 


5 om: | al Soc fo! Guin. to 2 Protection ' 
from ey, or any Title to Property in it; 
that ſuch * dberers to Truth, R248 * 


ge 5 cher - gon pure in their Bodies, i 4 
reaved. ot t mfortof their deax Relatives, tor- 
mented in the batharous 7 — ok them, TH laſt L 
brought to.the moſt WS having the A 
li Allowance of thoſe Counter-Strokes of Sympathy 
t.the common Calamities of others raiſe in every wall 
Mind. But was God then and Truth chtirely, 
oy Men. Or 4 not moſt certain, ee iT 
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* of "Times, whereb) 


For Fit ie in a Nature m ha ; thit 
h en r e LA het | 


| Slavery, and who as a Son, is now the Heir of fuch av | 


certainly have its Effect. For their great Aim being 
N Eyes of all Men, would conſtrain them to anſwer 


(eis 
Fe due 6a of ſuch . FRE the Seed 17 his Holy 


- Chat ? And indeed we may "moſt juſtly conclude, 
from rhe deſcribed Characters of ſuch; that the avouch” 
"Ing God and his Truths, as all they Had in Heaven, 
or defited on Earth, of their Declaration that they q 
were Pilgrims here, and Citizens above, would be 7 


N ” 
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Inherirance as filts up all his ON would refule ' to 
own this Right, or on 9 about the 
fame, to the Diſhonour of his wa Reg <0 Lofs of his 
Brethren, and his on greateſt Shame and Diſadvan- 
tage? Indeed, Silence in fuch' a Cafe would be the 
ſtrongeſt Preſumption, and denying or datkning the 
fame, the moſt "Proof we could have, that” | 
ſuch an one were no Son, and WET could lay no 
Claim to the Inheritance,” © © > 
 Haying ichn en 60% uch the Children 'of 1 
Light man from the Nature of the Thing reſemble 
their heavenly Father, who diffuſes his Eight, and dif- 
fuſes his on all; it will here be almoſt ſu> 
rflous to notice, 2 naturally it flows from thence, 
i the interrogatory Method in this Caſe, would | 


ge 
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to make their God and Portion moſt lovely in the 


clearly, and adhere — to. his Trurhs in the worſt | 
bring might be cleared, 

the ſtaggering confirmed in the Faith; and through 
their Endeavours, acccompanied by Grace, the worſt 
of Enemies might be made loving and obedient Sub-" | 
je&s to the Tuch. ot OLE 
But to turn up the other Side of the Proſpe&, and 
View thoſe lying in that State of Slavery, ſo natn- 
tat to us, what elſe can we expect but to ſee them 


wear 
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— 9 one anotner, 
aven them tom one, MA 
they f their claſhing 74 * 
e as better, and Maſters of What , 


10. Means poſſeſs what none can poſſibly be 
| 24 — dak The Caſe is not Wit them, 35 
with the Followers of Truth, the worſt 3 
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| lay them under any Harditips, 
— che 0 0 ions Wickednefs brings 
upon them. But as we have ſuch Times promiſed inGod 8 
Word, when Truth and Rightcouſnel ſhal 
= the fall, in theſe. Words, ' Wickedneſs ball 
lif- 2 bide.its Head, and the . be forced to fei 
Obedience. And from them we may draw their NA 
nagement at all Times, eſpecially in ſuch, when L 
Thing is to he got by that dark a d double ung” . 
and nothing but Stripes by being plain. Now, ſuch 
is the Folly of corrupt Man, that there ſcarcely Ge 
was a Time wherein Evil Communication < no 
corrupt Good Manners, Philoſophy and vain Deceit 
was not likely to procure Followers, diſſembling, Jug 

ling, tricking, lying, &c. might not either impoſe on 
Mankind, ſo far as to ſecure old Poſſeſſion, or acquire 
new ones. What then can we expect from ſuch whoſe 
Godlineſs is Gain, whoſe God is their Belly, who 
love preſent 'Things,. and 2 whoſe Vanity prompts 
them to love co ſpread 8 ntagion; but that upon Fr 
rr i 
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of cd to to bling tþ en 5" hich they © abkibr, 
- ! #hey:thould fculk in bog oO cold | 
gather, diſtribute th 15 755 W. ounds tõ the 


- who\cndeavoure to "drag ther. into” Light, and Yob 
them of the he ih, Pleaſure of inftilling* heir. Poyſ6n 
Lin others, +; yet endeavonr 'to [ a impion 
and unlawful Uſyrpation, "th byed Freecholds” 
-hemlelyes. In this Cafe ju. ced,” the \Tijtert 
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ar "With 

a further Confirmation of” br IHR fi het an, 
from Facts of the Seel Moment, — them ſurk, 
and ſome of them the bit artfted'rh can. be. And 1 
We I ſhall reduce chien to thefe te Ele d 2010475 
- 1 ſhall lay open what, þ happen Jolie er kf 
bell of Men in t worlt 'of cheir Beha 


a 5 the hue, 22 90 Bi py 2 IAA. ae 
b de agent 


viſite with, 1 
T the ſame” Tb 


Pepe 4 
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med to 


4 8 w lugs t + 900 
"fe the. Gor cnc a 729 1 


—5 in Pannels Pro be Mankind: ew mes 
1 ſee, us, 5 0 0 in 2 Whole Mattet 
eturn to 1 * A Minne: 

Fit, 1 7 5 gin Wit out Lord and Lit, Jeſus 
Chil, whoſe. octrine is out Iaſttucion- and Rule, 
72 Lie is our Example, and Nn 15 our 
Rang eee eee 224 . Bn 
When the WH of his Love had tarniſhed che * 
World with Proofs, and filled ſome few with a Co | 
yiction. of his being the Megiah,: the giddy Pox 18 


applauding dn Loo 6ffered t to thake tum a * 
PT . 


621 
orce, at n to Tone. him: Bur 


N. 
an their 


hör, che Prieſts and Rulers, mote conſtant and 
wd nage, treated hin ſtill as the vileſt TInipoſtor; So then, 
when the determined Lime of his becomiug dur Sactifier 

are near;theſe who out of blind Rage accompliſnicd tlie 
Divige Decree, found out the infamous udas to be- 
_ him amongſt his Apoſtles, and a bre that never 
to Maw him to lay violent Hands upon nim. Being now 
in the Cuſtody of his Enemies. whoſe E Plot was 
et co cut him off as the vileſt Criminal; be er him 
oft about fis Doctrine and his Diſciples, upon that very 
Puppe ſition To make his Silence or Denial Premier Kis 

"+ Fodious to the Multitude they yet feared. But he, 
whoſe all- ſecing Eye ſaw their Heart · wickedneſs, tells 
J/ikie wouſd u nat anſwcr, becauſe rhey would not 
Pelisve, and therefore directs them to his Hearers, 
there” he knety they durſt not go, as the only Evi- 
"he ace upon their Suppoſit ion of his W ickedneſs againſt 
im Qn/ this they thave'Recourſe to bribe his Appre- 


MAITE 


the enders, who never heard his Voice al they were drove 
vi- backward with it, When going to lay Hands on him, 
or at beſt ſome ſuch. And here again they are caught 


in their own Snare, for their Rage gets ſo much the 
better of their Judgment, that of 2 — Witneſſes 
who came, not two concutred in any could in- 
ter Death by their Law. Being thus baffled in their 
grand Attempt to expoſe the ſpotleſs Lamb of God 
With any Shew or Colour of an Impoſtor, they re- 
; 8 again to che interrogatory Method they 5 
wich, put to him the grand Queſtion, upon which 
0 e while Streſs of exccuting' their Malice was laid in 
| + e ſttongeſt Terms, adjuting him by the living God, 
to tell whether he Was the Chriſt, the Son of God, or 
not? This Queſtion is no ſooner put, than our Lord | 
and our Patdern anſwers it in the moſt ſtrong and 

| a Aing Terms, on which hie is delivered as a Blaſ- 
heiner to Pilate, and unjuſtly cut off as ſuch _ 
4 here 1 Would glady know, whether 2 
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after. conſidering the Example of our Lord, look 0 
this 1nterrogatory Meth od as the monſtruons Brat of 
_ the Malice, a manifeſt Blunder in? common 
Senſe, and a downright Contradittion to the Form of 
-Proceeding ordered by the Law of God in ſuch Caſes? 
Or, if ĩt may not, even from this, be clearly proved 
to be the true and genuine Method, fo clearly found- 
ed in the Nature oT hings, ſo ind iſputably fixed hy 
our Saviour's Example, that it ever ought to be the 
firſt to ſind out Opinions in momentous Articles of 
Faith, and that of adducing Witneſſes never uſed, 
but where plaineſt Proofs of Trick and Diſingenuity 
nad forced the Church upon Wo: £113 "$470 F enero 
Il it be (aid tis not the beſt, Why did our Saviour 
honour it ſo? when his Providence might eaſily have 
brought about his Condemnation by the joint Teſti- 
-mony of two or more, ho had heard him malte the 
ſame Conſeſſion, hen this would certainly have proven 
ſuch an effectual Method to increaſe the Trouble of the 
barbarous and unjuſt Perſecutors of the Name of Jeſus, 
and ſpared much Chriſtian Blood · ſhed by their looking 
on Chriſt as their glorious Example herein, as ſhall be 
be ſhown: anone. A Sucinian I am ſure would be 
caſily induced to aſcribe this Choiſe of our Lord's to 
a Miſtake; and I know not but an Arian upon a Pinch 
might be brought to give it ſome ambiguous Turns 
this Way. And for my own Share I cannot ſee, but 
the attributing of this Choiſe to an Act of Soyereignty 
in our Lord, not to be imitated by his Followers, ig 
Sonar: little leſs upon the Main. For, as this would 
be an Aſſertion without the Shew. of Reaſon, in as far 
at leaſt as J can ſee, ſo it would be acting contrary to 
many Reaſons, which I am perſwaded to every un- 
/ prejudiced Mind will prove ſtrong and demonſtrative. 
700000 
Imo, If ever the ſhining Example of our Lord and 
Life was neceſſary to animate and direct us in the Pere: 
| formance” of an iodipeulie Dury, is wulk be ſo ber 
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el — holy Religiok binds upon 
5 yen - the denying of our ſelves, and the following of 
owning: of Chriſt. But moreover, 
ade, The holy Apoſtle Paul points out Timothy's 
5 have been wy _ 22 pt ot this 1 
tern, and preſſes ighting the good t ot 
Fa en Conformity te what 1. 
erly done, and in Imitation of our Saviour's Ex- 
2:nple- in the Caſe before us (a.) Peter alſo, as T have A 
already ſhown; having the Suffcrings of Chriſt in his 
View, both as they are the - ſtrongeſt Motive, and 
eſt Copy for us in a ſuffering State, preſſes theſe 
warmly on us, in otder to make our Anſwers can 
did and open, and the heavieſt of Sufferings ſit eaſily 
upon us ( And to tcheſe expreſs Precepts of the 
holy „ thus: preſſing our Saviour s 5 in 
witneſliug a good Conſeſſion before all Men, and e 
ſpecially che worſt of our Judges, I may adm. 
ie, The conſtant Practiſe of the holy Apoſtles and 
Di of Chriſt, who, as the ſacred Hiſtory tells. us, 
pablickly owned and preached Chriſt Jeſus and him 
crucified to the People; witneſſed him before judges, 
and having gone through all that Series of Hardſhip : 
that Malice it ſelf could invent, or Cruelty put in Ex. | 
ecution, at laſt ſealed the Truths they had thus openly + | 
preached: with their Blood. The immediate Followers of 
theſe, in their exemplary Piety and Patience trode in tlie 
ſame ſtrait and narrow Paſſage to Glory. The Me- 
thod of proceeding againſt them was plainly the In- 
texrogatory one ; and no more was ever thought upon 
as neceſſary to condemn them, than theirown open and 
full Confeſſion of their being the Followersin this and in 
all Things elſe, as far as Grace enabled, of him whoſe ex- - / 
piatory as well as exemplary Sufferings they looked upon 
as the procuring Cauſe of all the Glory they hoped for. 
That I need not multiply Teſtimonies herein I ap- 
| a N N 
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our holy Lagen ordered by its Precepts, Iris, qui 
ad n ranguatn chriſtiani de erabantur, bune ſum fe. 
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beal-co!che Aoeourt Een: 

1 James the Fuſt, and 
he next Inſtance I ſhall g 1 f 

the famous Polycarp, vnd was x the. Apoſtles them 

elves. ordained. Biſhop:of Smyrne, who; being appre+ 

ded. When, as he ſays himſelf, he had ſerved ou 
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and Saviour :86 Yeats, was earneſtly deſired 
Herd and his Father Nicetes::only de comply w 
em {O;far as to call Ceſor-4 Lord, andl - oftert Sacre 
eafſing;) it ſcents," out of Glemeneyy .from::the 
mand of cufling Ohriſt. ot worſhipping; the! Epe. 
tue. The Governor having thruſt hint cut oſ 
his Chariot for retuling Hat he thought ſuchean in- 
nocent - Demand, hang his Method of proceed ing 
wich the _ eneftble old Man, d both. xn 
cutſe. Chriſti! and ſwear by the Genie & Empe- 
ro To the firſt: he anſwered nothing ould. ever, 
move him to curſe # Maſter, whom he bad ſerved? 
wich ſo much Comfort lor Ie long a Time, Ta che 
ſecond he ſaid; he vs a:Chriſtiany, and if he would alc 
low him! I ime he would willi plain to him tlio: 
whole of that holy Religion! The Governor e 
rate by this, ordered the Executioner to do his: Wolle, 
upon this holy Man, who laid his Hope belore this Gow! 
vernor in the Mbit moving and ample Manner, and wat 
ed only Time to be as ull in o opening up the Ræaſoiis at 
it alſo. The laſt Example of this Kind I ſhatl trouble 
the Reader with, is what the younger Pliny whites (. 
to his Maſter: Trajau, concerning whar he, as a juſt 
Man, followed as the beſt Method to find out Chri- 
ſtians, and they to be the exacteſt Tranſcript af: 
the air Copy our Saviour had leit in his Lie andi 
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ſes, - that the interrogat Method was looked 

5 be the beſt and ery . 
aht Mens Sentiments in this Caſe, and theſe 1 2 
Chriſtians t it — bounden Duty open 
declare the Truth, and ſeal their Declaration — 
Blood. Henee therefore I chink Timay wh the 
of Reaſon conclude, - That 

Our Saviour's anſwering the Queſtions pus 10 
his Precept to us to do 655 and the — 2 Pract ice 
of the Apeſties and Martyrs, does ſufcient! 
confirm the abated R on this Head, 
demonſtratively ſnow the Truth of the Propoirion, 
that the intettogatory Method is the beſt and m 
natural to find out our Opinions of theſe Aude 

eſpccially theſe which are the moſt momentugus be 
holy Religion 
aving Effie W üeb e fe; Head, and | 

ftiown % fully how uncontroverted aPrinciple 2 
among the true Fellowes of Chriſt, that wm 5,000. 
to be clear and fullitycheir Anſwers who. ask. 
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them concernitig-their Hope, however as W. 904 


outward State they might be 8 10 45 | 
3 Way to entering upon the ſecond, 
ving that the firſt Perſon — I find ang. e 
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- come to the- 


being in the Exerciſe of his Function, aſſerted openly 
acbor to the Scriptures, That the Son und Cocqual 


— and Bw being found buſied in perverting 
the Faith, bath by his pablick Exerciſes and private | 


pᷣoſſibſe for them to wats For for Nrool et this compate 
Weneus adverſ. Hereſ. Lib. 1. Chap. 20. withuEuſebs. E 

H. E. Lis. 2. Chap. 13. Orig. contra Celſum. Lib. G. In 
Aud this Helliſh jaggling made up a Part of the H 
other Herefiarchs (howingjplaioly whoſe Livery they 
db wear) down” at leaſt to Hits Tins: And thus I 


- Second, viæ. To g forth as pe be as my 22 ed 
Brevity will allow the Actions of Arius on the aw: ar | 
and the Proceedings of ſome of theſe Cn ule s on. | 
Account of his Hereſy on the other. | 
That this whole Afair may be laid. o open to the, A 
Wager I muſt acquaint — that this Arius was a 
Lybian by Birth, and by Office a Presbyter, under 
the Inſpection of - Alexander Biſhop of Alexandria (a), 
when he brotched his Hereſy. - *Twas Envy at Alex-. 
anders Promotion, ſays Theodore, which — this 
Woolf, then | in Sheeps Clothing, 5 lh fo for p i 
Pretexts to Ruin this Man's Reputation ( His 
Chatacter was too en be tarniſhed by any Calum- 
nes this! Man could raiſe; wherefore 2 1 1 


publickly on his Principles and The Oc-. 
den Ke laid hold an was this, Airander one Day 


to the Father, and of the ſame Subſtance with him. 
On this Arius' took up the other Side of the Queſtion, 
impiouſly affirming him to be a Creature, and ſo that 
there was a Times when he was not, and this he did 
not only there, but went about from Houſe to Houſe 
inflling his deadly Poyſon into- as many as he could.' 
out of his natural Sweetneſs of "Temper, and 

the Tenderneſs he had for a Brother, uſed all the Goſ- 
Methods of Counſel and Intreaty to bring Arius to 

alt, and the Light again. But theſe proving un- 


„ „ uns Seger 8 


Con- 
5 + #'S os > ES» 14 
; ler. T. et 1. Chap: 69. ( 
* 21 Chap. 2. vid. Socrat. H. E. LI. C. 3, C 
\ 


(4 an. e 2 
5 e l 
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dare Ponver debe, this good Man called 3 
feb; il of noar a hundred of his Neigh iſhops 
. 6. In Egypt and Lybia(a).'Before theſe Arius 2 — few 
the "the Inferior Clergy who followed him are ſiſted, and 
hey Jays Epipbanius, he was - interrogate concerning the 
f 555 and d to Anſwer Alerander Qu rebat 
25220 , & exigebat ab Ario de concepts in igſo falſe + 
ned © eat pertinacia” e Arius did by no 
ad; | Means decline the Charge, entely anſwered 
a4 chem a aothe Thing really ws On ich he was 
2 depoſed from hisOffice,and Alexander immediatclywrote 
Ja eircular Letter to the round about, wherein 
$4, he gives chem a full Detail of the Fact, as may be ſeen 
der ders (). And ſhows che Interrogatory Method was 
a),. what he there proceeded by, as: is evident from theſe 
Words of theLetter,agornee Aoyor 715 aα,,, Ec. i. e. Whi 
one askt him, whether the Nord ot Son of God coul 
be changed as the es ? they were ia 
to "anſwer, he could. 
” Belore 1 difmile this: Point, there is one Thing I 
mn. f would particularly rematk, that tho the Interrogato- 
Method was made uſe of in this Caſe, as I have 
Nn, and that in oonſequence ot common Report con- 
cerning him, yet neither does he ask, that I find, who; 
822 him to the Biſhop, nor has he, nor any of has. 
Gang,Brow enough to complain of chat Church oe 


's 33 of proceeding. Thus was that Monſter 
eſs, Shale Name and Docttines I hope. 
Ha an — a ever marked with the blackeſt Characters 
in this Church, depoſed by the Synod. of Alexandria. 
Bur to go on, hat ſeems to have K Arius to 
make ſuch an open Confeſſion, was the Streſs he laid on 
his own Intereſt in Euſebius Biſhop of Nicomede, 
ud having ereept into the Biſhoprick of that Town, 
whiere Conſtantine then lived, had no ſmall Stroke with 
that; ne Convereeg: ei 105 the paſſing this un- 


2 pay Feat, fg ex- 


Us. 
le. 
lis 


wh 


(s) 4)Theod. H.E. Chap. 68. - 
(5) vid. Theod. ib. Chap. 4. & Soera. ib. Chap 6, Aktanal, * 
Piſt. encycyl. ad tad 1. P. 39% © | 
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PIETY Anus and ſome few ſew Follows 
es he had got among the inferior Clergy, he wrote. to 
"Buſebius f Nomads him with. the 
Whole, and 1 Ohees in an 4 
wherein both might — ſo much concerned, if 
it were not 
to his Office 
fivion. Enſebius - 
peror ſo well, that he perfwaded him the whole Con- 
rroverſies tw irt them at bottom, was not of auy great 
Moment, and yet ws ſuch as: none of them could 
. underſtand. The Emperor fired with Zeal for 
true Interſts of Qhuiſt, heteupon uxites a,, Let» 
ter to Mexander and Arius, every Line of (which 
— 2 — to — and bears the plain 
Marks of that Ari Biſhop's — — This 
Letter he ſends by his defcrvedly Favourite 
Confident, Hofs Biſhop of Cbndaba in Spain, which 
ins thus. I find the Riſeof — — 
en, *har-you Alexander Da in the Uſe to ask theſe 
under your Care their Meaning af ſome. Part of 

#be or rather #be Solution of ſome curious and fale. 
re Kc. — an that Feed he Frag 


prevented. by receiving him back 
again, and burying all that paſt in Ob- 
—— Matter with, the 


the Teapins had. —— 
= *wixe Alexander and Arius at their 250 Dif- 1 
pute, but alſo" theſe askt. him | before; the 

Conncil, one of which you had above. And if this 
be che Caſe, we'll find the Emperor himſelf no Ene- 
muy tothe Interrogatory -Mcthod. | But however that 
be, this gives us one * Swatch: of... _ Arian Sacks: 
The worthy -Beceer of lis * une 

e able to bring the Heretick to his 

One which Conffantine called be General- Cpuncil Ix. 3 
Nice, where met near 30⁰ IE Athanaſ. de De- 
cret, 


a) Theod. ib. Chap. FL 
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lows Beret, Nicen.' Syed. { 3. In this auguſt Aſſembly, ho- 


noured , with the Emperor's Preſence, and preſſed 
vehemently by him to Peace, the firſt Thing done, was 
to cnquire narrowly into the Arian Sentiments, For 
that End a Letter of Euſebius of Nicomede, by ſome 
ſuppoſed to be, that he wrote to Paulinus Biſhop of 
Tre, cho Valeſius in his Notes on Theod. H. E. L. 1. 
C.7. in fine, and C. 8. ib. ſeems ratier inclined to re- 
fer it to that Conſeſſion of Faith which Euſebius of 
Maria, as Socrates gives an Account C. 8. {cnt to his 
Dioceſe of Cęſaria in Paleſtine; but however that 
be, the Council, being apprized of their Tricks, pub- 
blickly tore this hetetical Scribbler, The Ariana find- | 
ing Matters go unexpectedly this Length, were wretch- 
edly afraid of their Free-holds, and to deſend theſe 
went ſnaking and ſoliciting about amongſt all whom 
they thought could afford them any Help. But not- 
wi ding this Pretence of Repentance they put on, | 
and that they were among the firſt to damn the Arti- 
cles they had fo lately figned, they went {till about, 
ſo E oh ſecret, . Sr in 1 deſending 
heſe very Opinions, and endeavouring by all poſſible 
Flights 70 wind their deadly Poiſon. Fheod. and 
Athan. uli ſup. The Biſhop in the mean Time with 
all Calmneſs and Humanity, propoſed ſeveral 
{tions to them, concerning the true Characters of the 
Son, ſuch as, his being by Nature the only begotten 
of the Father, the ' Brightneſs of his Glory, c. To 
which in anſwer, they agreed, becauſe whiſper they 
among themſelves, that Way of ſpeaking may 
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do us alſo. And perceiving the Deceit of their An- 
wer, again they asked them another eſtion, 
erde Tor evicxotoy epwrwrrwy, Wc. Theod. ib. C. 8. 
| | by which Way of ſpeaking, and again, ke who gives ſuch 


a ſhort Sketch of the Hiſtory ot that Council plainly 
enough ſhows the Method ma de uſe of there, allo way 
the 1 one. Which is confirmed by the 
whole of that Treatiſe of Atbana ſius I cited above, 


Ia may be ſeen, 22 arly in the above cited F 3. 
[| 22d 5 18. where h expreſly tells, that the Arians 


were 


- 
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were examined ſo hard, that atlaſt they were forced to 


ſubſcribe their own Condemnation: But Gowev&, dat 
as I noticed, they did not ceaſe to jugglè in every Af che 
{wer, to carp at every Word theſe Fathers could bring, | © 
either from Scripture, or from thoſe of the true ' Faith, | mo 
who had wrote before theſe Times. | xt 
Phraſes were adduced, theſe they drag d to tl Pe: 
a5 was evident. to all by that murmuring and tipping the | % 
Wink to one another among the Arians, ib. G 20. When i 
the Term Conſuhſtantial was found out, this t! Wi 
boggled at as a new Word, and was neither to be | 
found in Scripture, nor among the Fathers, and . _ 
did not in the mean Time conſider the many unheard | 
of Words themſelves had made uſe of, as well to dit H 
guiſe as to expreſs their perverſe Not ions. Howeve * 
this Council throughly perceiving their Fraud, bo 1 
condemned their Sentiments, and | | 8 
lent Creed, which ſome People regned, beyond the 
Arians in Sophiſtry and Craft, have reconciled po 
much to the old Notions it was made to condemin'(6r iN © 
their Principles to that of ſubſcribing any Thin 80 tha Pe 
they can now ſign it without the leaſt Heſitation i 
The Hereticks being thus condemned, the Emperor i © 
baniſhed the Ring- leaders of them. But Ewſebms of IN © 
Nicomede, and Theogwis Biſhop. of Nee, upon theix 1 
Recantation afterwards, and ſigning the Nicene 11 
Creed, were reſtored. to their reſpective Offices, k 
SAR Dama homo woe, anotas £5 lata 5 
Thus I have ſhown pretty much at large from the 2 
beſt Vouchers Antiquity affords, chat the Method of ü 
Procedure againſt Arius in this great Council, was, Ml © 
by Queſtion, on their Part. I have made it alſo very. 
plain, That while thoſe Wolls in the Church of God) | ' 
had any Hopes of being protected in their Benefices,. 
or-reſtored to them by impoſing upon a zealous, a 
learned and pious Chriſtian Emperor at a Diſtance, 
from the Center of e Controverſy, and practiſed u- 
pon by a diſingenuous Biſhop ;- they were bold, and 
openly maintained their Impiety, But no ſoonér did. 


the Scale turn, and they found themſelves in the Ja 


of 
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chlo, as. to their Fodda bet they cringe and 
Pal e and lecken, de) wrelt all 


e could b "taken from Scripture and Fathers 
90 . cer, Senſe, The Fear of Baniſhment makes the 
moſt of them ſubſcribe, and tis felt Uneaſineſs made 
hers of them to e T haye likewiſe with all the 
Fon bah e laid open the exemplary Actings 

of. our holy Pe. himſclf while ſiſted before his mer= 
cileſs and unjuſt -Judges, and ſhown how his Diſciples 
who ſcaled his Truths with their Blood, were freed by 
that Truth from all ſuch little pitiful Attachments to 
any Thing this vain World can bribe us with, as could 
make them either ſhrink or repine: And on the other 
Hand, made i it perefctly evident, that all they ſuffered, 


when asked thereanent: So chat by oppoſing the 
penneſs of the Hcly, to . thoſe abominabie Pieces of 
icane and Trick of thoſe branded for their Hereſy 
we; Wickedneſs, we plainly ſee in the firſt, all the 
Characters given above of the Children of the Light 


perfectly confirmed; and the laſt make a ſtrong, tho" A 
melancholy Proof of the Truth of what was ſaid above, 


rning the Prince of Darkneſs and hisChildren. But 
— \ laſt o of all, The joint Practice of this Council T have 
juſt now given the Hiſtory of, that at Feruſalem, where- 
in our Lord and Saviour was condemned, added to the 
known Form f Proceſs uſed in theſe Tribunals, before 
which the firſtMartyrs of our holy Religion were ſtaged, 
and by whom they were condemned. 

This Eſſay having run out, at more length than at 
firſt 1 propoſed, and having confined my ſelf to Scrip- 
— 3 and Antiquity, I ſhall not at preſent, pur- 

my Vindication of the Methed of proceeding by 

Quad ies from the Inſtances of its Uſe, by the great 
and beſt of Men, in the various Ages the chaten 
Church; but ſince this Method is cried out upon as 
A Popiſh, and even compared to the Spa- 
Inqu ilition, and we have had many hard Names 
altho' the moſt approven Laws rs allow of 4 
We r geen nt, in. wavy Cale: 1, 
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* Dorarechtang, 470. 1620. Which, I hope, Will ſtop 


Mice; at leaſt the Church of Srotland, have ſtill rec 


« in ecclefiis mittimeque ferendam inquiſitionem.” This 


they ſhould remember how ancient Chriſtians glor ed 
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thaſ only Ter down a few Paſlages from the 44 Syn 


the Mouths of the Oppoſers of this moſt reaſonable 
ethod of Procedure, in Points of Error by Way of 
®yeries. And the rather, becauſe, T hope, tis agreed | 
y all who deſerve the Name of Proteſtants, that the 
Venerable Synod held at Dort, may be as much re- 
ded, if not more, than any Council fince that at 


koned, and I pray {till may, the Procedure of that Sy- | * 
nod, together with that of the Venerable Aſſembly at 
Weftminſier, as of very great Weight with then. 
It will then be obſerved, That Utenbogardus, one of 
the Remonſtrauts, being called by the Synod of Dort, 
to declare his ang the ron COIs, upon Heads 
of Divinity in the Method of anſweri  Dueries, 
terms this Preface, F. 27. © The 8 2 new 
« and intolerable Inquiſition in the Church; nom 


heavy Charge, but altogether unſu d, did not 
hinder the Snod to 98 on. And 22 Col. 2. The 
Remonſtrants ate cited to declare their Sentiments arid 
Opinions, upon the known five Articles. . 
And P. 160. Col. 2. The Synod require them to o- . 
en up their Minds tmore fully and plainly by clear An- 
fers to the Synod's Interrogatories. Remonftrantes x 
i rogati, ut ſententiam ſuam, tum the ſibus tum ſtriptis 
* exbibitis propofitam, ac primo-quidem loco elections 
« diving, per rotundas atque apertas ad interrogata 4 
“ Synodo ipſis proponenda, reſpon ſiones dilucidius pleni- 
< uſque explicarunt.” _ 5 e 
Page 165. Col. 2, at the End, The Palatine Di- 
vines give their Opinion, thkt though the Remonſtrants 
are dilpleaſed with the Way of Queſtions and Anſwers, 


— 


in giving an Account of their Faith to Pagan Nulers, 
« Obteudunt generatim modum iſtum interrqgandi & re- 
< ſpondendi fibi diſplicere. Sed meminiſſe debebant 
« Chriftianis veteribus glorioſum fuiſſe fidei ſug ratis- 
« gm etiam coram infidelibus reddere poſſe, guocknqus 

And 


* 


—— 


« id etiam modo fieres.” 
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mother Objection of = Remonſtramts, viz. That the 
Method of Queltions was proper per-for School Boys, and 
thit they inclined not to be queſtioned again, that 
this Mcthod was both 3 and of a long Time 
Uſed in the Palatine Churches, with Advantage, and 
Ill is, Nos vero modum iſtum ( interrogandi & reſpon- 
di) Chriſtianum eſſe agnoſcimus, qui in eccicſia Pu- 
pm, cum fructu pridem eft ufurpatus, hodis- 
ufurpatur ; neque. enim peregrmus in it 
ad functiones res HEE nifi prius.ad queſita de 
| fide ſun reſponderit ; etiam fi decies fuerit examinaras. 
And they give Inſtances of Piorius, Gundermannus, 
| 2 5a 9 Alexander, Salmuth, and others * 


The Eh an Divines give it as their Opinion, That 
tho the fm ain reckon it to be * their 
Age and Office, to anſwer Queſtions, they neither can 
nor ought to decline ſuch an Examination, P. 169. 
Cv. -2. middle. . Denique quod fratrum Remomſtrunti- 
um por certa interrogatoria 2 propo vxamen con- 
berni. Lon nec eftati nec miniſterio ſuo convenire 
quidem ex iſtis exiſtimunt, judicamusupſos jure eumen 
3 detrefare, nac poſſe nec debere, P. 178. Col. 1. 

The Divines from Geneva ſay, That Queſtions are 
owed in all Synods in Judgment, and were admir- 
ted by Chriſtians and, Martyrs before the Pagan Ru- 
lers, Interr er e & candidas adbibitas ſci- 
mus in On uſurpari in judiciis quibusvis 


— 


7 


Kais 5 


Han ad e malia flantibas. 
.. Cal. 1. a-capite, The Divines from Breme 
affirm, That Paul gave a Confeſſion of his Faith before 
Hake lievers, arid anſwered - Interrogarories, Paulus e- 


tiam coram-1n al conſe N 


iquot, cum gaudig ide 
nem edidit 8 interrogantibus reſt — 


Page 176. They anſwer the Remauſtrants- ObjeRi- 
25 "at it is. childiſh and unbecoming their Age, 
Reſp. 1740, Ino reverenter E fraterye cum viris dockit 


— 


| Bram 


admiſſas 77 S martyribus, cuufe Jaribus, "6- 


1 guuimus conferre, ut occaſio fit, vobis veſtram, nobis no- 
E. 


— _ 
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brow confeſſionem wrath 4 in commune bonum-gregis 
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A third alſo propoſed, ibid. about the middle. 
Page 200. Q., 2. a fine, A Fourth Queſtion i is pro- 


acl 
- 


nobis commiſſi* And the fame: Page, Col.” 2.-they Mm 
{wer another Objection by ſaying, That to awe 
Queſtions. is-agtecable/to the Nature of the Thin g, Rex 
260, Ordo qui exigitur eſt nature rei confentiens., IT, 
Page 17. Oh 1. at the End; TH Embieu Dis 
vines ſay,” That to anſwer Quieſtions put by thoſc thai 
have Power to do ſo, is agreeable” to Scripture, Am 
commanded by the Holy Ghoſt). 1 Pet. Iii. Ratio pr 
ana quia magiſbratui marem gerere in ohnuibus' 7 
gu non ſunt; contra Deum: - At rationen redden fag 
ſue ouwis interrog anti, imprimis Magifratui pro hoc 
mandanti; itim methodum in agendo a Magiſtrati Pros 
ſcriptam: ober dass non »eft contra Drum, ſed ſactis lite 
& ls conſonum; & a ſpivitu ſanto — x Pet. iy. 
alib 
— 194. The States General command the Remon- | 
francs to — fmcerely and categorically ta the I 
;nod's Queſtions, upon which the Synod put 3; firſt Que- | c 
ſtion to them, :Co/.+-2.: near the mille,” Ch ra quinque 
_erticulos Hagienſes pr o fit agnöſcerem. A kc ond 
Queſtion put to oy by the Synod,” P. 195. C0. 3. 
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poſed to the Remonfi#ants upon their own Writings 
given to the Synod, Prandogquiden in exhibitis the/? 
dixiſſent Deum elegiſſe cum intuitu aurecedentis ett: 
entiæ, quid per bane obediemtiam intelligerent. - And 
when Poppins objected, That he did nor find in Scrip 
ture, ſuch a Fower given to Miniſters, either more p 
Lately or in Judgment over their fellow) Servants, the 
Preſes ee him; P. 201. CH. i. at the begiu⸗ ä 
ning, Torum orbem Chriſtianum* judicaturum eſſe paſto- 
ribus in verbo Dei poteftatem-efſe conteſſam, roguudt | 
conſervorun per” vu in eccleſia Dei debere eſſe pet 
Jores, qui de r in WO wood defiring 8 moribus 1 
dicariut. *. e. 8 
Page 216. cer. at eehs End, it was judged, Thar 


dad 


<< aL ͤ r a7 ad 


” * Te 


* A 


the Remonſtrants for their Obftinacyin refuſing ra ay 
{wax Interrogatopf deſerved W and char the 85. 


. by. g xs 
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2 „) ĩ? 8 
dA reſeryed to themſelves the . of inflicting it in 
fit Time, Regatum fuit ſynodi judicium de antemeri- 

dis gemonſrramtium reſponſionibus atque 3 
N | deliberatumgue fuit, quid porro tum cum illiis, tum in iliv- 
eum cauſa eſſet agendum. Nonnullis quidem inter en- 
Die | teros preſertim theologos viſi fuerant remonſtrantes ali- 
K 5 gua ratione propius ad illuſt. D. D. Delegatorum & Sy» 


ind ] nods voluntatem accodere qui proiude exiſthmabant exhi- 
r | benda ipſis eſſe; interrogatoria, ac maudandum ut rotunde 
2 £9 per/picue ad ea reſponderent, Qua bac ratione Sy- 


id# | #odus labore inguirendi ipſorum ex ſcriptis ſententiam 
vor fable varent temporiſque ſieret compendium, ſoll potioribus 
r | {uffragits judicatum uit, 1 dec larationes ipſorum peni⸗ 
ite || tius miſpicerentur, uibil aliud ipſas re pondiſſe quam quod 
ili. autebac zoties reſpondifſext,,neque ad voluntatem Synods 
I propius ſe atcomodare, fed ad has in conſneta & toties 
on- repetita tergiverſation? ac comtumacia. ptiam perſiſtere; 
Sy || ideoque dignos ele gui propter hans pertinacem & fuvin- 
de- cib;lens. contumaciam\cenſura ecclefraſtica not arentur. 
que Ihe Uſage of the Church of Scotland before, and in 
Md the Remembrance of the moſt Part, ſince the Revolu- 
. tion, practiſed with Miniſters, by Committees an 
To- blics, hath been conformable to the Precedute of that 
ngs. Venerable Synod at Dert. And other Inſtances of 
Practice in this Method, might be brought from the 
a. | Practices of the Synods in France, and other reformed 
Bd Churches, were it necdiul. But tis hoped what is as 
ip- | Þove,' will ſatisfy every one who is open to Conviction 
3 A this Matter. Tho', as is already proyen, we have 
bor this Method better and ſtronger Warrant, then 
n= .- anecrly the Practice of the graveſt Councils and Synods, 
fo- | The Spirit of the Prophets owght to le. ſuljed to the 
* Prophets. By Ordipation-Engagements every Miniſter | 
comes to be'{olemnly bounds. ſubject himſelf to the 


2 1 of this Church in the Lord. And by the 1 
I Form of Ptocels, Chap. 2. 5 8 all Perſons who come | - © 
at zfore Church Judicatories, are obliged to anſwer, to , 


What is laid to their Charge. And to be ſure, in this 
J Miniſters ought to be exemplary te others, and retuſ- 
, X | ing 
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ond * is bot a xæfuſing to conteſs' thi * "i 
before: Men, -and-plainly: tends to overturn the eu 


hath inſtitute in his Houſe. And this Practice ih MI 
piſters and a Profeſſor, muſt be a poiſonous Precedent 
to all who are ſuſpected or charged With Error or Vice 
however flagrant. the Reports, or ltrong Fe Preſuititi 
Mt be, to evade all Proſecutiotmi. | vo 1 
Theſe, if added to what was did bose vn the 
and moſt natural Form of Proceeding; evidently ſhow 
chat the interragatory Method is the only natural one 
to find out Opinions of the greatiſt Moment to Mat- 
ind; and the — by Libel and Wirneſſes 'hever to 
ade Uſe of, but in Caſes where Fran planily* 
«Inq which Caſes tis alſo perfectly per pte 


That "All that poſfibly can be done, will <q endugh to, 
do to bring 


thoſe that hate the Liglit out of af the 
dark Ne ce Fear and Sophiſtry can drive them 


unto. Now leaving the Application ro the candid 
Reader, who, I hope, will pardon the Eſcapes of dne. 


ho bas nothing in Vicw, 


t the Service of Truth; 
I ſhall conclude all with 


my moſt ardent Prayer to > the 
Father of Lights, and great Maſter of all ith Aﬀents 


blics of his People, that he may be a Sun to dire our 
enſuing General Aſembiy in the momentuous "Afar 
that is to be before them, which is of ſo great Cone 


xo defend them from any ſuch clamant Wickedneſs; 
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